
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING COURSE RATING:  

 Q How often are courses to be re-rated? 
 A 
 
 

It is important that Course Ratings are as reflective of the playing difficulty as possible, and 
there is a guideline for re-rating in the New Zealand Golf policy. A course where more than 
10,000 handicap cards are submitted annually should be re-rated every three years, and for 
those returning less every four to five years. 

    

 Q Our course has a slope number of 115, yet a near course has a number of 125, but is shorter 
and not as difficult. How can this be possible? 

 A 
 

You can only compare two different courses by referring to the Course Rating. From what you 
describe your Course Rating will certainly be higher, therefore confirming that your course is 
the more difficult. The Slope Number refers to the difference in difficulty for the bogey golfer 
in comparison to the scratch golfer on the set of tees being played. 

 
  

 Q Why do we not have a summer and winter Course Rating?  
 A 
 
 
 

Courses are rated for peak season conditions, which here in New Zealand are spring and 
autumn. Our statistics show that 67% of handicap cards are entered at this time. The system 
we have adopted provides one rating, and it is accepted that at times playing conditions may 
differ in relation to the rating. If the conditions are such that the rating is severely affecting the 
accuracy of players’ handicap indices, then a closed season can be introduced. 

    
 Q It is our Club’s belief that our ratings are not correct. What are our options?  
 A 
 
 

You should firstly have the results explained to you by the team leader of the rating team. If 
you are still not convinced your final option is to request from New Zealand Golf a new 
assessment, which is completed by a new rating team as selected by New Zealand Golf. All 
costs involved are the responsibility of the golf club. 

    
 Q What does it mean by a closed season? 
 A 
 
 

A good example would be if a long dry spell causes the ball to roll excessive distances resulting 
in scoring being much lower than in normal conditions. A club can then apply to their local 
District Association for a closed season, whereby score cards returned from that course is not 
entered for handicap purposes. The period of the season, and final approval, will be granted 
by New Zealand Golf. 

    

 Q Our greens are always very fast, making putting a real challenge. Is this considered when 
courses are rated? 

 A Yes. There is a value added to each green based on the speed and the undulation. 
    

 Q We want to build a new green, and therefore introduce a temporary green. Do we need to 
have the temporary hole rated, so handicap cards can still be returned? 

 A No. Cards can still be entered against the course as rated, and on the hole in question players 
are assessed at par plus any handicap shots due on that hole. 

 


